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lOTROmCTIOM 

Because  or  the  many  i-equest  to  up  date  my  bibliography 
I  decided  to  revise  and  enlarge  it.     The  first  edition  was 
originally  published  in  1971,  three  years  ago.     Since  that 
time  a  number  of  significant  developments  concerning  Blacks 
in  the  State  of  Oregon  have  occurred.     Perhaps,  the  most 
important  developments  have  been  the  establishment  of  the 
Oregon  Black  Caucus,   and  the  election  of  Oregon's  First 
Black  Representative,  Bill  McCoy.     The  election  of  two 
Black  judges  also  has  taken  places     Mrs.  Mercedes  F.  Deiz 
Circuit  Court  Judge,   and  Aaron  Broim  County  Judge. 

A  number  of  important  studies  and  reports  also  have 
come  to  light  Td.thin  the  past  three  years.     Moreover,    a 
number  of  manuscripts,  newspapers,   theses,   articles   and 
books  have  been  included  in  the  Second  J^Jdition.     Any  work 
of  this  kind  has  a  number  of  omissions  and  it  would  be 
humanly  impossible  to  include  ever^dihing.     Yet,   after  three 
years  the  first  edition  still  remains  the  most  comprehensive 
and  exliaustive  compilation  of  materials  on  Blacks  in  the 
State  of  Oregon.     This  bibliography  will  enliance  the  status 
of  the  first  bibliography  and  mil  open  the  door  to  additional 
sources  for  the  study  of  the  history  of  Blacks  in  the  Beaver 
State. 

Presently  there  is  no  definitive  history  of  Blacks  in 
Oregon.     Iven  though  there  is  a  most  definite  need  for  one. 
The  need  for  ail  the  people  in  the  state  to  know  the  impact 
that  Blacks  have  made  on  the  state  is  critical.     Therefore, 
it  is  the  hope  of  this  writer  that  one  day  someone  mil  vrrite 
the  "History  of  Blacks  in  Oregon."     Conversely,  this 
bibliography  should  assist  the  writer  of  that  history  immensely. 

The  materials  listed  covers  every  period  of  the  State's 
history  from  the  earliest  records  of  Blacks  arrival  to  present. 
Since  the  majority  of  Blacks  live  in  the  greater  Portland 
area  most  of  the  contemporary  materials  cited  pertain  to 
that  area.     However,   other  materials  cover  other  parts  of 
the  state.     This  bibliography  also  contains  general 
bibliograplTical  works,   as  well  as  primary  source  materials, 
that  are  in  the  manuscript  collections  of  the  Oregon 
HostoricaL  Society,  the  State  ijr-chives,  the  Oregon  State 
Library  and  several  county  historical  societies.     I  have 
attempted  to  list  everything  in  Oregon  as  well  as  nearby 
states,  whether  newspapers,   articles  in  newspapers   and 
periodicals,   official  documents,   as  well  as  unpublished  works 
pertaining  to  Blacks  in  Oregon.     I  have  included  the  Black 
elected  Officials  in  Oregon  as  well  as  the  Oregon  Black  Agenda. 
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Most  people  are  no  doubt  avrare  of  D.  G.  Hill'  :  "The 
Negro  in  Oregon,   A  Survey^''  which  is  an  unpubJishe  I  master's 
thesis  that  was  T-rritten  in  1932.     This  is  perhaps  .  ne  of  the 
major  works  on  Black  people  in  Oregon  up  to  1532.     However, 
a  more  up-to-date  work  needs  to  be  done.     Jean  B.  1  'ovmell's 
"Negroes  in  Oregon  Before  the  Civil  War^"  is   anothe:- 
unpublished  work  and  is  excellent  for  its  bibliogrschy.     The 
most  recent  work  on  Blacks  in  the  state  is  Franz  M.   Schneider's 
'■The  Black  Laws  of  Oregon."     This  is  also  an  unpubli  3hed 
master's  thesis  and  this  work  traces  the  history  of  -Oregon's 
legislation  concerning  Blacks,  with  particiilar  reference  to 
the  exclusion  laws,   from  the  first  such  proposal  in  l^iiU  to 
the  final  repeal  of  the  anti -Black  provisions  of  the  i tate 
constitution  in  1926-1927.     This  work  also  has  an  excellent 
bibliography,   especially  on  the  early  laws  of  Oregon.     Host 
people  are  probably  aware  of  the  earlier  manuscript  i-i  the 
Oregon  Historical  Society's  collectionj   Caroline  Burch, 
"Pioneer  Nathaniel  Ford  and  the  Negro  Familyi''   Allen  'ilit  er 
Flower,   "Family  Memorabiliai"  Allen  ^Ircer  Flower,    "Notab/.e 
Things  in  a  Public  Life  in  Oregonj"  Lancaster  Pollard, 
"Synopsis  of  the  History  of  the  Negro  in  the  Northwest j" 
and  Thomas  Alexander  "Autobiographical  Notes."     But  fexJ 
people  are  aware  that  the  Oregon  Historical  Society  has  t  le 
official  arcliives  of  /Ibina  Community  Council   (August  19Uo- 
May  19^9) J   Albina  Neighborhood  Improvement  Project   (1960- 
1967) s   Committee  for  Minority  Housing  in  Portland  (1953- 
1960)^  National  Association  for  the  j.dvancement  of  Colored 
People  of  Portland  (1953-1959)^  Oregon  Committee  for  Equal 
Rights   (1953-I959h   Portland  Citizen  Committee  for  Civil 
Rights  of  Portland  (from  19^0-).     Few  People  know  that  the 
Black  prisoners  at  the  Oregon  State  Penitentiary  in  Salem 
publish  The  Uhuru  Messenger,   a  periodical.     No  doubt  even 
fewer  people   are  aware  that  there  were  Blacks  on  Spanish, 
English,   and  Merican  ships  that  came  to  Oregon  and  the 
Northwest  Coast  between  1788   and  l8U2.     Reference  to  the 
above  materials   as  xrell  as  many  more  mil  be  found  in  the 
books   and  articles  listed  in  the  bibliography.     One  of  the 
most  useful  contemporary  sources  for  the  history  of  Blacks 
in  Oregon  is   a  Black  Newspaper,  Portland  Observer. 

Obviously,    any  work  of  this  magnj.tude  encompassed  the 
assistance  of  many,   many  man  hours.     Therefore,  it  irould  be 
impossible  to  name  all  persons  that  assisted  in  this 
monumental  endeavor,  however,   I  must  express  special 
acknowledgment  to  the  follovjing:     Dr.   Lee  P.   Brown, and 
i'icltinley  Burt,  Jr.  viho  offered  many  invaluable  suggestions 
and  leads  to  additional  sources 5   the  entire  Staffs  of  the 
Oregon  Historical  Society  Library,   Oregon  State  Archives, 
Oregon  State  Library,  h'ultnomah  County  Library,   and  the  many 
county  historical  societies j   the  Secretaries   and  vrork  study 
students  of  the  History  Department  and  Black  Studies  Center 
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at  Poi-tland  State  University,  and  Sandra  Chaney  who  spent 
many  hours  typing  and  preparing  the  final  draft  of  this 
manuscript.  I/ithout  their  help  this  work  would  not  have 
been  completed.  I  take  full  responsibility^  however,  for 
any  errors.  I  also  welcome  any  corrections  of  errors  of 
omissions  and  additions. 
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A  Guide  to  ifegro  Periodical  Literature.     Published  Quarterly 
in  TJinston-Salem,  North  Carolina,  19l»l-19U6.     Superseded 
in  1S^50  by  Index  to_^  Selected  Periodicals  issued  by  Ohio 
Central  State  College  Library. 

Davis,  John  P.,   ed.     The  American  Megro  Reference  Book, 
jinglewood  Cliffs,  New  Jerseys     Prentice -Hall,  1966. 

Davis,  Lem\rood  G.     Blacks  in  the  Pacific  Northwest.     Monticello, 
Illinois;     Council  of  Planning  Librarians,  1972. 

Blacks  in  the  American  Wests     A  Working 


Bibli ography .     Monticello,  Illinois;     Council  of 
Planning  Librarians,  197i|. 

Finney,  James  E.     The  Long  Road  to  Mox>r;     A  Bibliography  of 
Material  Relating  to  the  /jnerican  Black  Man.     New  York; 
Charles  W.  Clark  Company,  1969. 

Fleming,   G.  James  and  Christian  H.  Burckel.     1'Jho's  Who  in 
Colored  America.     Yonkers-on-Hudson,  New  Yorks 
Christian  S.  Burckel  and  Associates,  1950. 

Gloster,  Huch.     Negro  Voices  in  American  Fiction.     Chapel 
Hill:     University  of  North  Carolina  Press,  19it8. 

Green,  Elizabeth  L.     The  Negro  in  Contemporary  American 

Literature .     Chapel  Hill;     University  of  North  Carolina 
Press,  1928. 

Homer,  Dorothy  R.     The  Negro  in  the  United  States;     A  list 
of  Significant  Books.     New  York;     New  York  Public 
Library,  1965. 

Jackson,  Miles  M.,   ed.     A  Bibliography  of  Negro  History  and 
Culture  for  Young  Readers.     Pittsburgh;     The  University 
of  Pittsburgh  Press,  1968. 

Katz,  Ivllliam  Loren.     Teachers'   Guide  to  Merican  Negro 
History.     Chicago:     Quadrangle  Books,  1968. 
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Black  i^cademy  Rsview.     3296  Main  Streetj  Bu'tc^alo,  New  York 
llt211i^  quarterly. 

Black  Dialogue^   a  Black  Magazine  for  Black  People.     6i;2 
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St.  Augwstine  Seminary  Library.     Divine  'jord  Seminary,   Bay 
Street,   Louis,  liississippi.     tiaintained  for  missionary 
xjork  araong  Blacks . 

Starks  Library.     Benedict  College,  Taylor  and  Harden  Street, 
Colm-.ibia,  South  Carolina  29201.     Includes  manuscirLpts, 
map  s ,  pi  cture  s ,   sli  do  s  . 


Te::as    southern  University  library'-.     Hoartmaii  Collection,   3201 
rjheeler,  Houston,  Texas.     Includes  maps  and  photographs. 

Tougaloo  College.     •  astman  Library,  Tougaloo,  liississippi. 
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Tuskeges  Institute.     Hollis  Burke  Frissell  Library, 
Fssliington  Collection^  Tuskegee,  Alabama. 

University  of  California  (Santa  Barbara).  IJyles  Collection, 
Goleta,  California,  lilmphasis  primarily  on  the  Black  as 
a  slave,   and  implications  of  slavery  and  the  Civil  Far. 

Univei-sity  of  North  Carolina.     Louis  Piound  lalson  Library, 
Chapel  I-Iill,  North  Carolina. 

Virginia  State  College  Library.     Norfolk  Division,   2U01 
Corpret;  i. venue,  Norfolk,  Vii-ginia. 

Virginia  Union  University,     lillliam  J.  Clark  library,  1^00 
Lombardy  Street,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

I-alberforce  Universit3''.     Carnegie  Library,  Daniel  Alexander 

Paine  Collection,  I Jilberf orce ,  Oliio.     Includes  manuscripts 
and  pictures. 

Yale  University  Library.     James  Ifeldon  Johnson  Memorial 
Collection  of  Negro  Arts  and  Letters,  New  Haven, 
C  onne  c ti  cut .    M  anus  c  ript  s  and  pi  cture  s . 


Zavier  University  Idbrarj''.     Palmetto  and  Pine  Street,  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana.     Piestricted  use,   closed  August. 
Hanusci-ipts,  maps,  pictures,  photostats,  microfilms. 


OREGON  BLACIC  EL^CTDD  OFFIClAiS 

STATE  -  State  Legislators.     lailiam  licCoy,  Representative, 
District  15,  6650  North  /jnherst  Street,  Portland  57203 

lIUNICIP.'i  -  Huiiicipal  Governing  Bodies.     Jexvell  Hines,  City 
Councilman,  S'85  Harvard  Avenue,  Gladstone  97027 

LAU  :3iJ?C?.C3'ISi'IT  -  Judges,   Justices,  Magj-strates .     Mrs. 
liercedes  F.  Deiz,  Judge,  Curcuit  Court,  3^^  County 
Court  House,  Portland  9720U 

Aaron  Brotm,   Judge,  County  Court,   3hh  County  Court 
House,  Portland  9720U 

EHJCATION  -  Local  School  Boards.     Mrs.  Gladys  licCoy,   School 
Board  Iiember,~o5Ko^orth  /jTiherst  Street,   Portland  97203 

Jonathan  1/est,   School  Board  iiember,   2275  Laxjrence  Street, 
Eugene  97U05 
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/.  BTU'JF  SBIOPSIS  0?  BLACKS  IM  O'lilGOH 

Most  Oregon! ans   ere  unaxiare  that  some  Blacks  cajue   and 
settled  in  the  Oregon  Territory  lonr  before  it  becaxne  a  state. 
Oregon  did  not  become  a  state  until  1859.     Yet  some  blacks 
had  settled  here  long  before  then.     In  fact,   the  first  Black 
of  documented  record,  llercus  Lopez,   cajne  hers  in  17B7-1788 
XTith  Captain  Robert  Gray  and  was  murdered  by  the  Indians  at 
Tillamook  Bay  on  /ugust  6,  1788.     There  was  another  Black 
man,  York,   that  came  here  mth  the  Lewis  and  Clark  e::pedition 
between  I80ii-l806.     York  played  an  inportant  part  because  he 
served  as  a  guide,  trapper,  interpreter,   and  mediator  betxreen 
the  members  of  the  expedition  and  the  Indians.     Hence,  it 
is  irony  that  of  the  first  two  Blacks  that  came  to  the 
Oregon  Territory,   one,  Marcus  Lopez,   lost  his  life  and  the 
other  man  "York"  played  a  significant  role  in  helping  connect 
the  rest  of  the  United  States  with  the  Northwest.     jUiother 
ironic  fact  is  that  one  man  came  by  sea  and  another  by  land. 

even    though  the  Provisional  Government  of  Oregon  in 
18UU  had  prohibited  Blacks  from  living  in  the  teri-itory,   a 
number  of  Blacks  resided  in  the  state  anyijay.     Perhaps,  the 
best  loioT-m  are  George  IJasMngton  Bush,  who  came  here  in  l8uu, 
farmed  in  the  Willamette  Valley  and  probably  was  one  of  the 
richest  men  in  Oregon  up  to  18^9,   and  Geoi-ge  I'aslungton,  who 
came  here  in  1850  and  who  was  not  related  to  George 
IJashington  Bush,   moved  to  I'ashington  and  founded  Centralia, 
Uashington.     Both  men  left  Oregon  because  of  the  racial 
attitudes  of  Oregonians.     There  was   another  Black  man, 
George  Bush,  who  lived  in  the  Oregon  Territory  in  the  l8IiO's 
and  was  no  relation  to  George  IJashington  Bush,   or  George 
Wasliington.     George  Bush  was  e  riverboat  pilot  and  was 
friends  vdth  the  Indians  living  in  the  area. 

Two  other  early  Black  pioneers  include  James  D.   Saules 
and  Uinslow  iUiderson  of  the  "Cockstack  Incidents."     Both 
men  cajne  in  the  l8U0's   and  won  their  fame  as  Indian  fighters 
and  e:!^lorers  of  the  Oregon  Territory.     Saules  was  the  first 
settler  at  Cape  Disappointment  thereby,  keeping  the  British 
from  occupying  tlus  strategic  position.     Saules  later  had  a 
ranch  in  the  Clackaiaas  prairie.     Both  r.ien  made  meaningful 
contributions  to  the  Beaver  State  because  they  eiqjlored  and 
settled  in  unexplored  territory  and  irere  among  the  first 
settlers,  wliite  or  Black,   to  reside  in  the  Oregon  country. 

There  were  other  settlers  that  came  to  the  territory 
in  increasing  nurabers,   and  a  number  of  Blacks  were   among 
them.     In  the  late  l830's  a  Black  trapper,  John  Hinds,  who 
had  worked  for  Nathaniel  IJyeth,   helped  Marcus  ".Txltman  build 
and  e:ctablish  the  Tsiilatpu  mission.     In  I8I4I,    a  Black  man 
by  the  name  of  I  Wallace  left  the  /merican  ship,   "Ilaryland" 
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and  settled  on  the  shores  of  the  Columbia  betueen  Young  Bay 
and  Point  Adams.     He  did  rather  \iell  for  Mraself  and  joined 
the  party  of  Jason  Lee  and  Frost.     Wallace  left  the  Bay  area 
aiid  Tjorked  for  Calvin  Tibits  Tjhereby  he  btiilt  a  nuiaber  of 
houses  for  missionaries  in  the  region  and  uas  friends  Tiith 
the  Indians  in  the  ai'ea.     He  was  also  irell  respected. 

On  the  Overland  list  of  the  Oregon  Pioneer  Association 
Transactions,  for  the  years  lQliO-loU2,   appear  the  names  of 
two  Blaclc  woraen,   'JJliza  and  Hanna.     Ezra  Meeker,  in  18^2, 
observed  the  e;dstence  of  a  Black  "Loding  House''  in  Portland, 
wlnich  impressed  him  because  of  its  cleanliness  and  order. 
In  1862,   a  Black  entertainment  group  appeared  in  Portland 
and  tras  received  favorably. 

There  were  also  other  Blacks  in  the  territoi-^y  that 
made  significant  contributions;     Jacob  Dodson  was  with  John 
C.  Fremont  in  Klamath  county  in  I6h3l  John  Matthews,   a 
pioneer  frontierman,  was  with  Capt.  Franklin  B.   Sprague  of 
Company  I,   and  help  build  a  road  from  Fort  IQamath  to  Union 
Creek  on  the  Rogue  River. 

It  should  be  noted  that  even  though  many  of  the  early 
Black  settlers  in  Oregon  county  were  free  Black  men,  there 
were  also  a  number  of  slaves  here.     It  further  needs  to  be 
pointed  out  that  many  of  the  slaves  that  were  brought  here 
from  the  South  and  border  states  later  received  their 
freedom  once  they  stayed  here.     Although  a  number  of  x^^hite 
settlers  brought  slaves  into  the  teriltory,  it  was  Nathaniel 
Ford,  Tfho  brought  three  Black  slaves  xjith  liim  from  Missouri 
in  l8ii[j.,  \-fho  tested  the  whole  issue  of  slavery.     Robin  Holmes, 
one  of  Ford's  slaves  sued  Ford  for  the  freedom  of  his 
children.     The  case  went  before  the  territorial  Supreme  Court 
and  it  awarded  Holmes  his  children.     There  are  also  records 
of  other  slaves  in  the  Oregon  Territory  even  though  it  was 
contrary  to  the  statutory  laws;     Frances,   a  Black  xroman  was 
living  near  present  day  Vancouver  in  1851;  ijnanda  lalhite 
Johnson,  was  here  in  l85Uj  Benjamin  Seals,  was  formerly  a 
slave  and  lived  in  Portlandj  Charlie,    a  barber,   came  to 
Oregon  from  Virginia  in  i860,     ^ven  Oregon's  first  Territorial 
governor,  Joseph  Lane,   had  a  Black  man,  Peter  l/aldo  acqvdred 
as  an  indentured  servant  from  Daniel  T.'aldo,   slave  OTmer  and 
pioneer  settler  in  the  IJaldo  Hills  near  Salem.     This  Black 
man  was  with  General  Lane  on  the  Lane  ranch  in  the  hills 
east  of  Roseburg  for  many  years.     He  xias  given  his  freedom 
about  I878-I879,  when  General  Lane  moved  to  Roseburg,  Oregon. 
Peter  tfaldo  left  the  Oregon  area  in  the  l880's  and  xrent  to 
Idaho  seeking  his  sister,  where  he  xras  accidentally  killed. 
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It  can  clearly  be  shoim  that  there  were  some  early 
Black  pioneers  in  the  Oregon  Territory.     One  •writer  of 
Pacific  ilorthwest  History  concluded|   ''the  type  of  Hegro 
that  V7as  attracted  to  the  Pacific  Noi-thuest  would  hardly 
have  had  any  contribution  to  make."     ^-pparently^   he  had 
not  heard  of  Marcus  Lopez^  York,  George  l^asliington  Bush, 
George  Tvashington,   George  Bush,  James  D.   Sa\iles,  Uinslow 
i^nderson,  Jolin  .linds,  'allace,  Jacob  Dodson,  John  Matthews, 
Robert  Holmes  or  /jnanda  Wilhite  Johnson,    and  a  host  of  other 
Blacks  to  numerous  to  narae  . 


m  ACT  III  REGARD  TO  SLAVERY  M]D  KIEE  WEG.10E3  AiTO  MLATTOES 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  legislative  committee  of  Oregon 

as  folloxrs; 

SSCTIOII  1.     That  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude 
shall  be  forever  prohibited  in  Oregon, 

SECTION  2.     That  in  all  cases  uhere  slaves  shall  have 
been,   or  shall  hereafter  be,  brought  into  Oregon,   the  owners 
of  such  slaves  respectively  shall  have  the  term  of  three 
years  from  the  introduction  of  such  slaves  to  remove  them 
out  of  the  country. 

SECTION  3.     That  if  such  corners  of  slaves  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  remove  such  slaves  from  the  country  mthin  the 
time  specified  in  the  preceding  section,   such  slaves  shall 
be  free. 

SECTION  U.     That  when  any  free  negro  or  mulatto  shall 
have  come  to  Oregon,   he   or  she   (as  the  case  may  be),  if  of 
the  age  of  eighteen  or  upward,   shall  remove  from  and  leave 
the  coujitry  T-dthin  the  term  of  two  years  for  males  and  three 
years  for  females  from  the  passage  of  tliis  act|   and  that  if 
any  free  negro  or  mulatto  shall  hereafter  come  to  Oregon, 
if  of  the  age  aforesaid,   he  or  she  shall  quit  or  leave  the 
country  within  the  term  of  two  years  for  males  and  three 
years  for  females  from  his  or  her  arrival  in  the  country. 

SECTION  5.     That  if  such  free  negro  or  mulatto  be  under 
the  age  aforesaid,   the  terms  of  time  specified  in  the 
preceding  section  shall  begin  to  run  when  he  or  she  shall 
arrive  at  such  age . 

SECTION  6.     That  if  any  such  free  negro  or  mulatto 
shall  fail  to  quit  the  country  as  required  by  this  act, 
he  or  she  may  be  arrested  upon  a  xiarrant  issued  by  some 
justice  of  the  peace,   and,  if  guilty  upon  trial  before 
such  justice,   shall  receive  upon  liis  or  her  bare  back  not 
less  than  twenty  nor  more  than  thirty-nine  stripes,  to  be 
inflicted  by  the  constable  of  the  proper  county. 

oilCTION  7.     That  if  any  free  negro  or  mulatto  shall 
fail  to  quit  the  country  x-dthin  the  term  of  six  months  after 
receiving  such  stripes,  he  or  she  shall  again  receive  the 
same  punishment  once  in  every  six  months  until  he  or  she 
shall  quit  the  country. 
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S;j;CTIOi'I  8.  That  when  any  slave  shall  obtain  his  or  her 
freedora  the  tine  specified  in  the  fourth  section  shall  begin 
to  run  from  the  time  when  such  freedon  shall  be  obtained. 

Ui'HT.lID  ST/:Ti3  of  PiLSIGh, 

sT^z  of  or:^gch 

SICiJSlPPJ'S  OFFICE 

Salenj  June  10th,  1878 

I,   3.   F.  ChadTack,   Secret sr;''  of  the  State  of  Oregons   do 

hereby  certify  that  I  am  the  custodian  of  the  great  seal  of 

the  State  of  Oregon.     That  the  foregoing  copy  of  original 

bill  for  an  act  in  regard  to  slavery  and  fi-ee  negroes  and 

mulattoes  passed  the  legislative  cciiimittee  of  the  Territory 

of  Oregon  June  26,  18UU,  has  been  by  me  compared  with  the 

original  bill  for  an  act,   etc.,   on  file  in  this  office,   and 

said  copj'"  is  e  correct  transcript  therefrom  and  of  the  whole 

and  of  the  original  bill. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  and 

affixed  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  Oregon,   the  day  and 

year  above  written. 

(SEAL) 

S.  F.  Chadiack, 

Secretary  of  the  State  of  Oregon 

By  Thomas  B.  Jackson, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State 


aiLZCTED  STilTUTORY  PtlilF'ilRSI'JCSS 

OP.^GQI'T.  ?.:::7IS:CD  STATUT1:S.     Containing,   vlth  some  exceptions, 
the  statute  laws  of  Oregon  of  a  general,  public  and 
permanent  nature  in  effect  on  August  23,  1969,  the  normal 
effective       date  of  the  acts  prssed  by  the  regular 
session  of  the  Fifty-Fifth  Legislative  Assembly  which 
adjourned  May  23,  1965.     State  of  Oregon:     Salem. 

03S  30.670-39.680.     "Action  for  Damages  by  Person  Discriminated 
Against.''     Prohibits  operators,  managers,   or  eraployees 
of  places  of  public  accommodation  from  discriminating 
or  restricting  advantages,   facilities,  and  privileges 
of  such  places  on  account  of  race,   religion,   color,   or 
national  origin,     (itoended  by  1953  C.i;955l957C.72l^jl96lC.2ii7) 
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0H3  21^0. 560, 2ia.liljO-2ixl.It50.2lt2. 620, 21^2. 796.      (Civil  Service 
Suspension  and  Dismissal.)     Prohibit  appointing 
authorities  from  suspending,   reducing,   denoting,   or 
dismissing  employees  in  state,   county,   £nd  certain  local 
classified  civil  service  systems  for  any  political, 
religious,  or  racial  reason,     'lien  civil  service  board 
finds  action  based  on  political,   religious,   or  racial 
grounds,  or  as  the  result  of  an  unlauful  emplo;rraent 
practice  as  described  in  ORS  Ch  659.     (Amended  by  1957C. 
205,1^9590589,6319690.8378.) 

ORS  3h3»^^66.     "...Applying  for  and  Awarding  Scholarships." 
Prohibits  discrimination  based  on  sex,   race,  color,    • 
religion,    or  national  orLgln  of  applicant  in  aiiarding 
scholarslups  to  teachers  xdshing  to  obtain  certification 
to  teach  mentally  retarded  children.      (1959C.218,  8, 
9,  Uj  19650.100,  ii25i  19650.237,  3.) 

ORS  3ii5.2UO.      (Discrimination  in  Private  Vocational  Schools.) 
Prohibits  vocational,  professional,  or  trade  school 
licensed  under  Oregon  Law  from  refusing  admission  or 
discriminating  in  adinission  or  instruction  of  an;'- 
applicant  because  of  his  race,   color,   religion,   or 
national  origin.      (Amended  by  19570. 72U,  11.) 

ORS  399.0ii5.      (Equality  of  Treatment  and  Opportunity  in  the 
iTational  Guard.)     Provides  for  equality  of  opportunity 
and  treatment  of  all  persons  in  the  National  Guard, 
tlthout  regard  to  race,   creed,   color,   or  national 
origin.     (1961C.U5U,  h3,  h2.) 


ORS  Ch.u59.      " Enforcement  of  Oivil  Rights 3   Fraudulent 

Sriployment  Practices."     A.uthorizes  the  state  Bureau  of 
Labor  to;      (1)  investigate  incidents  of  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  race,   religion,    color,  national  origin, 
or  age  in  eroployment,   organized  labor,   selling,   renting 
or  leasing  of  real  estate,  public  accommodations, 
resorts,   or  amusement  parks j    (2)   enforce  lairs  against 
discrimination  by  conciliation,    cease  and  desist  orders 
or  court  enforceriienti    (3)   enact  niles   and  standards  for 
investigation  and  enforcement,     (/jnended  by  19570. 72it, 
3i  19590. 5it7,  53  19590.689,  133  196lC.2i;7,  2j  19630. 
622,  3i  19690.618,  1.) 
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/,merican  Tied  Cross.     "Vanport  Citj''  Flood;     Frelirdnary  Disaster 
CoiiKiittso  Report  15)^.3,"  i'merican  2ed  Cross,  Portland- 
liTiltnoin^h  County  Chapter^  unpbulishGd  inaiuiscript,  1133 
•;''35'2,   Oregon  liistorical  Society  iianuscript  Collection. 

Burch;;   Caroline .     "Pioneer  Hathaniel  Ford  and  the  Negro 

Famly,"  unpublished  raanuscirLpt,   Oregon  State  Library 
Collection. 

Burch,  Paviline.      "Pioneer  Nathaniel  Ford  and  the  Negro  Femly," 
unpublished    raanuscript,  IISS  ,v'706;i  Oregon  Historical 
Society  liaiiuscript  Collection. 

Douell,  Benjsmn  F.     Benjamin  J.  Doiiell  Collection,  iiSo  ;/209ji 
Oregon  Historical  Society  Manuscript  Collection. 

FlouerSj,   j.llen  :i;imer.     "Family  Memorabilia,  •'  MSS  i;^2093   Oregon 
Historical  Society  Manuscript  Collection. 

.     "Notable  Tilings  in  a  Public  life  in  Oi-'egon, " 

unpublished  manuscript,  Bancroft  Library,  University  of 
California. 

Holt,  Joseph.      ''The  Race  Problem  in  the  U.S.,"  lecture,  1st 
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Unitarian  Church,   Portland,   l890j  invitation  to  execution 
of  George  Smth  (colored)   to  Jefferson  Myers,  1903^  M3S 
1,1^21  Oregon  liistorical  Society  Manuscript  Collection. 

Pollard,   Lancaster.     "Syiiopsis  of  the  History  of  the  Negro  in 
the  Northxrest,"  unpublished  notes,  MSS  i,''5l5j   Oregon 
liistorical  Society  Manuscript  Collection. 

Piobinson,  Henry  S.     Oregon  author,  Clackamas  County  Historical 
Society  historian  and  arcliivist.     Notes,   typescripts, 
and.  piiblished  articles  on  various  facets  of  Oregon 
liistorj'"  including  Blacks,   and  political  history  of 
Oregon,  unpublished  manuscjl.pt,  M'SS  ;"92[i,   Oregon 
Historical  Society  Manuscript  Collection. 

Huuttila,  Mrs.  Julia  Godman  (Bertrara)    ('^laton) .     Ttjo  letter's, 
TLS,   one  from  Irvin  Goodman,  Februarj''  10,  1955>   and  the 
second  from  Villi  am  Chester  (ILI.U),   February  21,   19^$, 
concerning  Negro  problems.     Also  unpublished  manuscript 
on  Civil  liights  and  short  articles  on  Vanport  Flood, 
MSS  i;'25,   Oregon  Historical  Society  Manusci-lpt  Collection. 
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Shannon,  l/esley.     Discusses  question  of  "free"  Llacks  as  vjell 
as  personal  and  political  matters,     iilso  letters  from 
Samuel  R.  Thurston  to  l.'esley  Shannon,   handscript,  MSS 
?;0.6l,   Oregon  Historical  Society  Inanuscript  Collection. 

'ifJood,  Thomas  Alexander.  "Autobiograpliical  "Notes,"  unpublished 
maiiuscript,  MS3  ^37,  Oregon  Historical  Society  i-ianuscrlpt 
Collection. 

See  references  concerning  Llacks  from  the  Vertical  File   and 
Scrapbook  Collection  of  the  Oregon  Historical  Society. 

See  letters  and  other  documents  concerning  Blacks  in  Oregon 
that  author  has  in  his  possession  from  several  Oregon 
historical  societies,  1971 • 

See  also  materials  that  Oznathylee  Hopkins  has  in  her 

possession  on  Blacks  in  Oregon  that  vjas  collected  i/hile 
world-ng  on  her  B.A.  Thesis  for  Reed  College.     Much  of 
her  information  covers  the  years  I896-I9IO. 


PUBLIC  Docmairrs,  archives  and  reports 
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OREGON  EL/iCK  AGEI^IDA 

Tliis  document,   the  Oregon  Agenda,  is  the  Official  platform 
developed  and  adopted  at  the  First  Oregon  Black  Political 
Convention  held  in  Portland^,   Oregon  June  30,   and  July  1,  1972. 
It  represents  the  outcome  of  four  workshops.     The  platforms 
as  presented  here  were  approved  by  the  general  assembly  of 
the  Convention. 


Introduction 

Tliis  Black  Agenda  is  addressed  primarily  to  Black  people 
in  the  State  of  Oregon.     It  is  based  on  the  knoxfledge  that  to 
appreciate  the  value  of  freedom,  we  must  first  recognize  the 
elements  of  oppression.     Oppression  must  be  defined  in  terms 
that  encompass  all  forms  of  its  existence  and  then  programs 
must  be  developed  for  its  eradication.     To  that  end,  we  have 
defined  some  of  the  changes  we  deem  essential  if  ire  are  to 
successfully  uproot  the  existence  of  those  forces  that  stand 
between  us  and  complete  independence. 

TlxLs  Black  Agenda  represents  the  emergence  of  a  new 
political  consciousness  for  Blade  Oregonians.     It  outlines 
some  crucial  issues  around  uliich  xre  mil  organize  and  move 
in  the  days  and  months  ahead. 

Our  Challenge 

As  we  move  into  the  Seventies,  we  must  unite  to 
consolidate  the  gains  we  made  in  the  past,  while  continuing 
to  strive  for  progress  in  the  future. 
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Our  challenge  is  to  unite  and  organise.  Me  mast  reject 
as  meaningless  those  who  only  engage  in  rhetoric  and.  have  no 
program  for  Black  survival  or  social  change,  l^e  must  serve 
as  the  vanguard  in  the  struggle  for  a  just  society.  History 
tells  us  that  we  have  no  choice.  I'e  can  not  depend  on  those 
who  oppress  us  to  save  us.  Our  only  choices  are  social 
transformation  or  social  destruction. 

As  we  move  toward  fundamental  social  changes,  we  do 
not  march  alone ^   for  forces  of  oppression  transcend  oclor 
lines.     The  changes  wliich  this  Agenda  calls  for  T-dll  also 
liberalize  our  Brown,  Red,   and  Yellow  Brothers.     Indesd, 
even  those  IJhite  Americans  who  truly  believe  in  freedom, 
justice,   and  equality  will  join  us  in  forming  a  beautiful 
kaleidoscope  of  colors,  moving  like   giants  into  this  decade, 
sweeping  away  injustice  before  us. 


Towards  a  Black  Agenda 

Ou"-"  Black  Agenda  stresses  the  point  that  now  is  the 
time  to  participate  in  programs  that  i-jill  bring  about 
fundamental  changes  in  this  decadent  system. 

Yes,  Brothers  and  Sisters,  we  shall  move   so  that  Oregon 
i-jill  •  never  be  the  same.     But,   the  Society  we  seek  cannot 

come  unless  Black  people  organize  to  advance  its   coming. 

\Je  begin  with  a  Black  Agenda.     IJe  must  now  work  tovxards 
its  implementation. 


^DUGATIOT 


Preface 


In  every  phase  of  our  history  in  i^jnerica,  we  have  been 
seriously  impeded  because  of  unequal  educational  opportunities 
and  inferior  educational  programs.     Our  children  have  been 
exposed  to  racist  teachers  x\rho  are  more  dedicated  to  controlling 
than  teaching.     Our  schools  are  the  most  poorly  equipped  and 
maintained.     Our  children  are  either  forced  out  of  the  schools, 
mis-educatedi   or  ill -prepared. 

Furthermore,   the  racism  that  runs  raiipant  in  our  society 
is  perpetuated  by  the  educational  process.     Xiihite -controlled, 
I'Jhite-run,    and  IHnite-valued  schools  have  pursued  goals  that 
are  contrary  to  the  well-being  of  Black  people. 

Therefore,  if  we  are  to  achieve  a  new  era  of  Black 
development,  vie  must  define  the  educational  process  which  we 
need,   and  we  must  move  to  create  the  necessary  conditions  for 
its  realization. 
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Educational  Progrem 

¥e  want  quality  education  for  our  children.     To  this  end, 
busing  should  be  considered  only  irhen  it  iiieets  the  needs  of 
Black  students.     Furthermore,  we  wants 

I.     The  school  district  to  develop  and  implement  a 
plan  for  the  recruitment  and  hiring  of  more  Black 
teachers. 

II.     If  Black  children  are  bused^  there  shall  be: 

A.  A  mandatory  and  continuous  inservice  training 
program  for  teachers  covering  human  relations 
and  ethnic  culture. 

B.  The  provision  of  a  human  relations  program  for 
parents . 

C.  Transportation  schedules  which  allow  for 
participation  in  extracurricular  activities. 

D.  Provisions  to  care  for  any  illness  that  occurs 
at  school. 

III.     IJe  endorse  the  development  of  a  Black  Educational 
Fuespurces  Center. 

IV.     I'Je  want  an  extension  of  comprehensive  child  care 
centers  in  our  high  schools. 

V.     lie  demand  that  the  State  System  of  Fligher  .Education 
aggressively  recruit  Blacks  for  enrollment  in  the 
various  professional  schools  tliroughout  the  state, 
for  example,  medical,  dental,  nursing  and  law  schools, 


POLITICAL 


Preface 


The  plight  of  Black  people  in  the  State  of  Oregon  has 
been  sanctioned  and  perpetuated  by  Oregon's  political  system. 
This  is  because  the  state's  political  system  is  one  that  is 
dedicated  to  the  preservation  of  'Jhite  power.     It  was  this 
I'Jhite  politic  that  made  Oregon  one  of  the  most  anti -Black 
states  outside  of  the  South.     It  was  this  IJhite  politic  that 
was  responsible  for  the  disfranchisement  of  Black  people. 
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LMte  politics  is  the  politics  of  >lccism. 

Black  people  must  nou  obtain  political  power  and  use 
that  power  to  further  the  goals  of  the  Black  comrriunity.     It 
is  our  intention  to  present  a  plan  of  action  designed  to 
create  a  political  awareness  x-athin  the  Black  coiramnity  aimed 
at  alleviating  the  existing  apolitical  condition.     To  that 
ends 

1.  We  must  educate  Black  people  that,   short  of  revolution, 
the  political  arena  is  the-  last  place  xjhere  they 
might  legitimize  their  fight  for  freedom. 

2.  We  must  iindertake  a  program  to  educate  our  people 
about  the  most  fiindamental  aspects  of  local,   state 
and  federal  government . 

3.  ¥e  must  mobilize  Black  participation  in  the  political 
process,  by  a  voter  education  program  and  follow 
tlirough  with  a  vigorous  voter  registration  drive. 

h.     IJe  must  define  the  responsibilities  of  Blacks  running 
for  political  office. 

5.  TJe  must  urge  unity  in  our  voting  practice.     Black 
block  voting  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of 
Black  political  hope . 

6.  Black  people  must  become  a  viable  force  mthin  the 
existing  political  system,   operating  from  an 
independent  power  base. 

7.  TJe  inust  eliminate  the  reqtdrement  that  elected 
officials  have  an  automatic  right  to  be   a  representative 
for  the  National  Black  Assembly.     TMs  provision 
breeds  divisions  in  the  Black  National  Assembly  and 
frequently  is  the  basis  for  misrepresentation  of 

Black  opinion  nationally.     It  also  sustains  the 
present  two-party  system  trhich  may  not  be  in  the 
best  interests  of  Black  people  nationally. 

8.  We  must  devise   a  community  liaison  betx/een  elected 
officials  and  the  community. 

9.  We  must  establish  a  political  relationship  on  a 
statewide  basis  xdth  all  minority  groups  to  form  a 
viable  coalition  of  third  world  unity. 
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Preface 

In  reverent  neinory  of  our  noble  ancestors  in  the  home 
country,    and  in  the  tradition  of  our  great  Black  leaders  in 
this  alien  land^  ire,   the  Black  Brothers  and  Sisters  of  Oregon, 
no  longer  accepting  the  menial,   degraded  status  in^josed  on 
us^   no  longer  accepting  the  inhumane  value  sj'stem,   the  corrupt 
and  oppressive  policies  of  a  society  dedicated  to  materialism, 
racism,   and  exploitation,   begin  now  to  establish  the  Black 
humane  values,  systems  and  principles  that  must  guide  the 
delivery  of  any  health  and  social  services  of  Black  people. 

These,   then,    are  principles  that  must  guide  any  efforts 
in  the  health  and  social  uelfare  service  delivery  systems; 

/'.     Black  dignity  must  not  be  compromised  by  the  service. 

B.  Service  deliverers  must  evidence  recognition  of  the 
Black  living  experience. 

C.  Se3rvices  should  tend  alivays  to  support  the  basic 
Black  family  unit . 

D.  Any  service  delivered  should  be  designed  so  that 
it  is  complementary  T-ath  the  Black  Zthos. 

3.     No  health  or  social  service  may  be  vievred  as  merely 
ah  end,  but  rather  as  a  means  touard  achieving  the 
full  development  of  the  total  Black  existence,   as 
persons,   as  family,    as  community. 

F.     Ill  health  and  social  service  systems  must  be 
accountable  to  the  Black  comraunicy. 

Recognizing  that  in  Oregon  those  Txho  malce  the  decisions 
and  policies  regarding  what  services  are  to  be  available  and 
how  they  are  to  be  delivered  have  not  and  do  not  operate  in 
the  best  interest  of  Black  people,  we  Tall  begin  to  address 
tliis  situation  by  establisliing  the  follotang  list  of  specific 
issues  for  priority  actions 

1.  Health  Services   (or  the  lack  thereof)  in  the  Black 
Coirattunity. 

2.  Drug  abuse  proliferation  in  the  Black  Community. 

3.  Position  on  prison  sj'-stems  and  police  practices. 
I4.     Guidelines  on  use  of  news  media. 

5.  r.eview  child  care  and  adoption  regulations  and  practices , 

6.  Review  upcoming  legislation  on  community  development 
funds   (HUD). 

7.  Review  the  issues  around  the  operation  of  day  care 
centers . 
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8.  Develop  a  position  on  populsticn  control, 

9.  Review  the  allocation  of  ti-nist  funds,  U®  mo  lies, 
and  public  itioniss. 

10.  r£jvaiiairiz3  oursalves  Tiith  zoning  end  land  u.ie 
patterns  and  practicas. 

11.  Develop  prograras  in  recreation. 


JlCOilOIilC 


Preface 


•Since  Black  people  in  Oregon  are  the  victims  of  economic 
ejcploitation,  it  is  important  that  iTe  address  ourselves  to 
positive  methods  through  ij-hich  Black  psople  mey  gain  economic 
liberation.     The  primary  thrust  of  all  economic  efforts  by 
Black  Oregonians  must  be  to  gain  control  of  economic  resources 
that  can  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  Black  community. 

The  income  of  the  Black  comr;iunity  must  be  increased. 
Businesses  in  the  Black  coriimunity  must  be  controlled  by  the 
coiiinunity.     Eu.sinesses  in  the  corittiuiiity  mu-st  be  operated 
ultimately  for  the  benefit  of  the  community.     P  larger  share 
of  the  irealth  in  Oregon  must  go  to  Black  Oregonians. 

In  addition,   businesses  essential  to  the   support  of  a 
viable  community  must  be  established  and  maintained  in  the 
geographical  area  in  xjhich  Black  people  live.     Black  businessmen 
and  industrialists  must  be  provided  rdecuate  dollars,   skilled 
labor,   sufficient  land  and  materials,   and  the  necessary 
managerial  expertise  to  compete  in  the  market  place.     Businessmen, 
both  Black  and  non-Black,  who  operate  as  producers  or 
marketers  in  the  Black  community  must  be  raade   accovintable  to 
the  Black  citizens.     Pressure  mi\st  be  applied  upon  the  city, 
state  and  federal  governments  to  distribute  a   greater  portion 
of  their  resources  to  the  Black  commuiiity. 


Purpose 

-     The  purpose  of  this  platforr.i  is  to  ou.tline   a  model  that 
if  iiiTplewanted  idll  iirqprove  the  econor.dc  situation  of  Black 
people  in  Oregon.     It  calls  for: 

1.  Support  and  development  of  competitive  quality  Black 
businesses  irhonever  and  i-herever  economically  feasible. 

2.  Strengthening  and  developing  the  managerial  and 
entrepreneurial  expci-tise  that  erist  ro.t!iin  the 
Black  comrnunity. 

3.  P.econgizing  the  need  to  increase  the  overall  income 
level  of  the  i.lack  community,   particularly  that  of 
individuals   and  families . 
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It.     Bringing  dollars  from  the  non-Black  community  into 
the  Black  community  through  business  operations . 

5.     Revising  the  economic  value  system  of  the  Black  community. 

5.     Jlstablisliing  a  systematic  process  T-rlxLch  t.dll  cause 
Black  Oregonians  to  tliink  and  act  together  in  such 
a  ifay  that  their  collective  long  term  economic  gains 
•tn.ll  be  maximized. 

7.  linlcLng  the  business  and  indu.strial  activities  of 
the  Oregon  Black  community  T.dth  those  of  Black 
communities  in  other  states  and  other  countries ;, 
especially  Africa. 

8.  Developing  the  means  to  influence  and  audit  the  affairs 
of  government  at  all  levels  to  assure  eqiiltable 
treatment  of  Black  businesses. 

?.     Keeping  the  Black  consumer  informed  of  the  available 
goods  and  services  of  Black  businesses. 


Implement  ati  on 

TlxLS  program  can  be  made  effective  if  we  take  positive 
steps  to  do  the  tilings  outlined  below. 

Support  and  develop  coirpetitive  quality  Black  businesses 
whenever  and  wherever  economically  feasible. 

1.  Buy  Black. 

2.  Communicate  to  Black  businessmen  as  to  hoTj  their 
product  or  service  meets  conpetitive  standards. 

3.  Check  out  good  ideas  for  businesses  or  ways  to 
manage  business  and  mske   sure  Black  businesses  learn 
about  them. 

k-     "ilstablish  lobbies  at  the  national^  state,  and  local 
levels  to  look  after  the  interest  of  Black  businessmen 
in  Oregon. 

5.  Assure  the  development  of  viable  Black  financial 
institutions  that  vdll  bring  financial  resources 
into  the  Black  community. 

a.  Banldng-commercial 

b .  Insurance 

c.  iiortgage  banldng 

d.  Investment  corporations 

e.  iiutual  funds 
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Strengthen  and  do  vol  op  the  managerial  and  entre^J- aneurial 
expertise  that  exists  mthin  the  Black  corimtunity. 

1.  Support  the  existing  training  programs  designed  to 
develop  the  skills  of  Black  persons. 

a.  Support  their  operation. 

b.  Support  them  when  they  are  seeking  fr.nds. 

2.  Secure  expert  assistance  for  Blac.:C  businessmen  from 
whatever  sources  are  available. 

3.  Support  the  collectivizing  of  inelficient  competing 
Black  businesses. 

U.  Make  it  attractive  for  Black  persons  who  hoV3  developed 
managerial  and  professional  skills  to  use  tl  ose  skills 
in  the  community. 

a.  Let  them  know  xirhere  their  services  can  be  used 
by  Black  businessmen. 

b.  Purchase  their  services  for  Black  busines  sm.en  vjhen 
necessary. 

c.  Work  out  contracts  with  management  trainees  from 
•  the  Black  community  to  return  to  the  Black 

community  to  work  for  specified  perio«is  of  time 
after  they  have  been  trained  in  schools  and 
businesses  outside  of  the  community. 

5.  Make  it  possible  for  Black  businessmen  who  are  operating 
marginal  business  to  pursue  formal  training  and 
education  that  T.n.11   help  them  manage  their  businesses 
more  effectively. 

To  accomplish  our  economic  objectives,  we  must: 

1.  Inventory  businesses  and  industries  in  our  geographical 
areaj  find  out  how  many  jobs  they  have — G^T   SCyG). 

2.  Uork  on  firms  mth  affirmative  action  programs. 

3.  Develop  new  entrepreneurships  in  other  communities. 
U.  Funnel  unemployed  persons  into  jobs. 

5.  Monitor  training  programs  and  processes. 

6.  Employ  Black  building  contractors. 

7.  Support  joint  ventures  by  Black  contractors, 

8.  Assist  Black  service  entities  to  control  the  markets 
to  their  area. 
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9-     Support  and  develop  the  artistic  capabilities  of 
the  Black  community. 

10.  Control  distribution  area  for  goods  sold  in  the 
Black  conmiunity. 

11.  Develop  our  own  advertising. 

12.  Create  business  that  tdll  meet  emerging  market  needs 
in  the  future,  especially  consumer  services,  child 
care,  etc. 

13.  Sponsor  workshops  for  Black  consumer  education. 

llj..  Provide  alternative  resources  for  the  Black  consumer. 

15.  Create  viable  models  for  Black  people  to  follow 
in  developing  their  economic  institutions. 

16.  Control  of  the  media  so  that  the  information  received 
by  Black  people  is  positive. 

17.  Use  existing  media  outlets  for  educational  purposes. 

18.  Work  with  any  and  all  sources  that  are  trying  to 
stamp  out  the  narcotics  trade  in  the  Black  community. 

19.  Develop  a  camaraderie  among  Black  people  in  their 
work  and  stress  pride  in  their  work. 


RESOLUTIONS 

1.  Resolution  on  Association  of  Mnority  Employees. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Oregon  Black  Political  Convention 
goes  on  record  as  being  supportive  of  the  Association 
of  Mnority  Employees  in  the  Government  of  Oregoni 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the  Oregon  Black  Political 
Convention  will  co-sponsor  a  developmental  third  world 
Workshop  for  Mnority  Enployees  in  Government  in  Oregon 
tliis  fall  (1972)  along  mth  the  designated  representative 
bodies  of  our  fellow  brothers,  the  Native  American  (Indian) 
and  the  Me:d.can  American  (Chicane). 

2,  Resolution  on  Hatch  Act. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Oregon  Black  Caucus  must 
focus  its  energies  toward  repealing  the  Hatch  Act .  This 
Act  prohibits  persons  working  for  any  federally-funded 
agency  from  participating  in  partisan  politics  and  other 
political  activities. 

Since  so  many  of  our  people  are  involved  with  such 
agencies,  tliis  Act  has  tremendously  hampered  our  political 
activities. 
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3.     Resolution  on  Portland  City  Council. 

WdEREAS,  there  is  no  Black  on  the  Portland  City 
Council  and  Blacks   are  not  properly  represented^   aiid 

WHSR'ilAS,   several  Black  community  organization&  have 
Blacks  that  they  want  placed  on  the  City  Council, 

NGl'J,   TIEREFOR^-i;,   BZ  IT  K^.SOLVID  that  the  Oregon 
Black  Political  Convention  calls  for  a  community  convention 
which  allow  Black  people  to  select  one  Black  person  whom 
they  endorse  to  be  recommended  to  the  Portland  City 
Council  to  fill  the  forthcoming  vacant  seat. 

h'     Resolution  on  VJhite  Businesses. 

XJH3REAS,   the  white  businesses  in  the  Black  community 
in  Oregon  have  not  been  responsive  to  the  needs ^ 
aspirations  and  desire  of  the  Black  people j   and 

raSRilAS,   the  white  businesses  in  the  Black  community 
have  historically  refused  re-investing  part  of  their 
profits  in  the  communityi    and 

lifHSREAS,   the  white  businesses  in  the  Black  community 
have  constantly  refused  to  hire   a  representative  number 
of  Black  people  in  relation  to  the  Black  tradej   and 

l^fHEREAS,   the  white  businesses  have  constantly  refused 
to  advertise  in  the  Black  newspapers^ 

WOW,   THI31EF0RE,    BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Oregon  Black 
Political  Convention  issues   an  official  statement  in 
support  of  Black  people.  Black  newspapers,    and  the  Black 
comrminityj    and  informs  the  l^lhite  businesses  that  the 
Black  people  in  Portland  will  use  all  means  at  their 
disposal  to  eradicate  all  those  injustices  launched  against 
us . 

5.     Resolution  on  X.^alnut  Park  and  Follies  Theatres. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Black  Political  Convention 
pledges  its  full  support  to  Meridian  for  Humanity,  Inc., 
to  assist  in  ridding  the  Black  community  of  the  Walnut 
Park  end  Follies  Theaters.     The  type  of  entertainment 
shoxm  at  these  theaters  is  insulting  to  the  Black 
community  and  has  dehumsnizing  and  immoral  effects  on 
both  the   old  and  young. 


The  Agenda  we  have  developed  is  not  visionary.     It  is 
one  which  we  can  implement.     Our  programs  are  practical.      Our 
concerns   are  real.     Our  struggle  is   a  critical  one.     We  must 
move  now  to  relentlessly  press  for  the  creation  of  new 
realities  for  our  people. 

We  have  our  program.     We  have  our  challenge.     Let  us  now 
proceed  vdth  the  chore  at  hand.     Let  us  seize  the  time — for 
the  time  is  ours! 

IMOJA 
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